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. " Mr. : Pinch stated that he had taken ttie precaution to bring 
a, copy of it, furnished by the * impertinent ' architect, who kept 
a copy of his reply, and he would read this, together with Mr. 

Green's application, i 

MB. GBBBN TO MB. SPpNK. 

' Dsi.a Sir : Will you be so kind as to briefly communicate to me 
your knowledge of the sentiments of the various Christian communitioft 
for whom you have professionally labored relative to the policy of 
large columns in. the interior of church edinceu. What is the relative 
cost, of building a large church, with and without columns, and which 
plan is the most favorable for speaking and, hearing. 

' Tour obedient Hervant.* 
(No signature.) 

MR. SPUNK TO MS. GREEN. 

'Sir: 1 received a letter without signature, but inclosed in an 
envelope, with the stamp of your firm on it, wishing me to give informa- 
tion relative to some points on church architecture. I wish to inform 
the writer that the experience and information gained by my practice as 
an architect for twenty years past, is not at the service of every stranger 
applying for the same j and therefore respectfully decline giviog the 
desired information without some further explanation — at all events, as 
to the. object in getting it 

'Tours, repectfully, 

' A. Spunk.' 

" Mr. Sly thought that Brother Green had acted rather rashly 
in the matter. The question now is could not those columns 
after all be reduced in size by cutting them down ? 

" Brother Sedate wished to suggest an expedient : viz., to 
remove the largest column and substitute an iron casting con- 
sisting of three thin columns placed about two feet apart. 

" Mr. Pinch remarked that such a construction, although ex- 
cellent in its conception, would appear rather trifling in a 
church ; besides it required the effect of massiveness of a stone 
pier. He said he desired the society simply to suspend judg- 
ment until the building could be completed, and he had no 
donbt they would then admit the propriety of his arrange- 
ments. 

" Mr. Green wanted to know whether he* understood Mr. 
Pinoh to say that if the society were dissatisfied with the 
columns upon its completion, he would,. at their discretion, cut 
them down smaller. 

" Mr. Pinch had said no such thing ; but still, to satisfy the 
society* he was willing to submit to the decision of the pastor 
upon the completion of the building, having the: utmost con- 
fidence in the judgment of that gentleman in architectural 
matters. 

" Mr. Sprig said this proposition showed clearly that Mr, 
Pinch knew nothing of congregational usage, as though we 
would be governed in anything by our pastor or anybody else. 
We are here, Mr. Pinch, to vote on this subject according to 
our best understanding. Each member has his vote, and none 
of us are willing to be led by anybody else. 

" Mr. Pinch respectfully inquired of the chairman whether the 
member would not be safer in voting intelligently under the 
advice of the pastor, than ignorantly on his own hook. 

" The President growled his dissent, and stated that if Mr. 
Sprig would please take the chair for a while he would inform 
Mr. Pinch that Mr. Sprig's principle of voting was the eternal 
foundation of Congregationalism. He had heard all' Mr. Pinch 
had to say in favor of columos, but he could not for the world 



see the benefit of depriving the five hundred people who-had>to- 
sit behind those columns of the privilege of hearing the gospel 
preached. *'■'■ - T - *• ' -" ■-*-■-' 

" Mr. Pinch wished to correct the gentleman : there were no 
five hundred seats obscured by the piers; and, whit Is more, 
people sitting behind them could hear very well.' 

" Chairman.— When I said five, hundred I meant *a good 
many.' It is now getting late, however, and I would iike to 
know the sense of the meeting on the matter before them; 1 ' 

" Mr. Stagg proposed the following resolution'. * Besolved, 
That we regret the presence of columns in 6flr'~ne.w Meeting- 
house; but seeing that we cannot alter the case, we are willing 
to submit to it. 1 . - ■ • t *r - 

" Mr. Sprig offered an amendment. Afifer the wbrd * i&/ add 
1 And that the architect is requested to cut them down 'as small 
as possible, without doing injury to the building. 1 

" Deacon Sharp offered an amendment to strike but all after 
the word * Besolved, 1 and substitute * That we now adjourn this ' 
meeting, 1 "which was carried unanimously. A 

"Here," said the Linden Square, " ends my knowledge of 
Cute Green and my office experience.- You now have Inform- 
ation that will be of service to yon, notwithstanding the polish 
of the material out' of which yon are composed. 11 

Jftjrap dLorrespnbeact, Ifems, tk. 

Gbbmany — Dimeldorf, — Leutze's new painting, representing ' 
"Anne Boleyn prevailing opbn Henry Yin. to dismiss 
Wolsey," possesses some of the most remarkable character- 
istics of this German- American artist. Andreas Aohenbaoh has 
produced a large landscape, which is greatly admired. Prof. 
KShler's "David as Shepherd-boy" and Vantier's piotares, one 
representing the "Interior of a Church," and the other a 
" Scene on a Steamboat on the Lake of Geneva,?' are among 
the other new productions, which deserve special commenda- 
tion. Berlin. — A statue of Handel has just been completed by 
Hermann Heidel. A great portion of its cost 'has been 'defrayed 
by contributions collected by a committee of the Sacred Har- 
monic Society of London. It is destined for the city of Halle. 
The illustrious composer is represented in the costuine of his 
times; the statue executed daring~Handel's lifetime by 'Roubil- 
liac serving as a guide to the Berlin artist. The likeness) is 
preserved in a remarkable degree"; while the attitude of the 
master, who leans on a table, on which lies the Messiah, is.mll 
of majesty and power. Stuttgart.— Th* Suabian world of Art 
and learning is in the greatest state of excitement at the present 
momeut. An original portrait of the first duke of Wurtemberg, 
EberTiard im Bart, as the good man was called, has just been 
discovered. The artist's name is Hans' Sohula or Sohulein, a 
native of Ulm ; he spent mnch of his time at the Duoat court of 
Tubingen. The discovery of. this portrait produces as!, much 
pleasure in this city as the news of a new goldmine In Sacra- 
mento or in Kansas would in New York, The- reader may 
smile at the naivete of the Stuttgarters. Suppose that by- some 
misfortune all the portraits of Washington had been lost or 
destroyed, would it not produce an excitement even in this 
dollar-bound land to hear of the reooveryof one of them. HOW 
this is- precisely the case with these Stuttgarters. Merhard itn 
Bart was a Wnrtemberg Washington, on a small or rather-feudal 
soale; and theSuabians being a Shrewd sort of' people, love 
their dead dukes better than their living kings; One cannot go 
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to a party without being asked by Fran Hofrathinn SchSnge- 
witter, or some otlier leadiog belle: " Have you seen the 
bearded duke ?" 

, Holland — Amsterdam. — Almost simultaneously with Long- 
fellow's "Courtship of Miles Standish," of which a lengthened 
notice has been published in the Augsburger Allgemeine 
Zeitv l ng i & picture has made its appearance in Amsterdam, repre- 
senting the " First Religions Service of the Puritans in North 
America.". Brewster stands in the centre of the rnde log- 
house, with Miles Standish facing him ; the child "Peregrine," 
which was born during the voyage of the May Flower, lies in 
its cradle, while the mother, Susanna, sits near it; and behind 
her we see Winslow and his wife Elizabeth, while other histori- 
cal figures are skillfully introduced. The spirit of the picture is 
more that of .a genre or portrait painting than of a historical 
work in its highest sense. It attracts great attention, and has 
brought the world-wide results of the sailing of the May Flower 
with new power before the mind of this community. There is 
something in the history of this handful, of noble Puritans and 
their association with Leyden, which appeals to the most tender 
sympathies of the heart of Holland. The name of the artist is 
I. G. Schwartze, He is of German descent, but was born in 
America, and received his first artistic education in Dusseldorf. 
— The house in which the great master, Rembrandt, lived in 
Amsterdam has at length been identified, owing to the diligent 
research of the keeper of the archives, Mr. Scheltema. It is 
situate in the Jodenbreeatraat, or the Jew-Broad street, near 
the Antoniesehleuse, or Anthony dam. This is a favorite 
qnarter of .the Dutch children of Israel, who live here in gipsy 
fashion-ralmost in the open street. As evening advances 
the .street presents a remarkable mixture of the pictu- 
resque and the dirty. All seems in motion— the houses, the 
pavement, the. lamps,, and, above all, the eyes, the noses, the 
lips, the hands, the feet, the arms, and the beards of the in- 
habitants.. In this delectable qnarter stands the house of Rem- 
brandt. .. A monumental stone has just been placed in the 
centre of the gable, representing a wreath of laurel with the 
insignia of the arts of painting and engraving, and having the 
WBoription^Bembrandt 1 '* Waning van 1642-1G65 (Rembrandt's 
residence from 1612-1665). 

Italy— Venice.— Werly has completed his painting represent- 
ing " Th'eXido Festival." Lido is the name of the small atrip 
of land which separates the Lagune of Venice from the Adriatic. 
Here annual musical and dancing excursions take place, which 
are now on the decline ; but which were exceedingly p'opular 
in former times during the summer. The working classes 
would economize during the whole winter in order to con- 
tribute their mites 'to the general Lido fund. At sunset might 
have then been seen thousands and thousands of barks and gon- 
dolas, filled with the most laborious, and, at the same time, 
most joyous of the "Venetians, singing, laughing, revelling in the 
harmony of music and motion, as the frail boats In which they 
glided along swiftly and gracefully, flashed over the smiling 
waves. Who would have thongbt that this poetical multitude 
could "be composed of hard-working men and women? Yet so 
it was. Yonder woman, with her air of blended beauty and 
dignity, now chatting with the dark-eyed youth on her right 
with the elegance and disinvoltura of a Spanish princess, is the 
same Mirandolina, whose rustic vigor attracted your attention, as 
with the utmost ease she brought dates and oranges from Maestre 
to the market near the Rialto. The grand-looking man who 



talks with the gondoliere with the courteous manner of a 
diplomate, is the same facchino who aided the Smyrna captain 
in landing his raisins, and who was always busy on the wharf 
in shipping hides to London. But the last vestige of labor is 
now gone. No symptom of care is visible upon any of the 
countenances. AH is joy, music, song, poetry, harmony. All 
are bound to the Lido. The island of San Spirito, and the 
spire of its church rise from the distance to salute the merry 
dance and joyous revel. The picturesque variety of the cos- 
tumes, the dark complexion of the men and the radiant beauty 
of the women, with smiling children, playfully nestling in gon- 
dolettas towed by the larger barks, the laughing skies, the 
waters coquetting with the frolicsome freight they bear, all 
combine to give to this Lido festival a character such as Venice 
alone could impart, and such as Nerly's painting brings before 
our mind with the graphic power of a graceful and thoughtful 
genius. 

Spanish Abouitkottjhb. — The remarkable book of Jos6 Caveda 
on the history of Spanish architecture has been translated into 
German by Paul Heyse ; it has been published in Stuttgart by 
Ebner and Seubert, with illustrations. The learned editor of 
the work Is Franz Kugler. The famous bridge of Alcantara, 
the Magdalen Ohnrch of Zamora, a mosque of Cordova, the 
cathedrals of Granada and of Burgos, the Puerta del Sol of 
Toledo, the interior of the Escurial Church in Madrid and other 
celebrated monunteuts of Spanish architecture are described 
in it with great minuteness and skill. 

[We are favored with the following sketch of real life and 
feeling, contained in a letter written by a London clerk to a 
friend in this country. The letter is dated from a counting- 
house.] 

" In this dreadful steam-mill we are so continually whirling 
about, that it is really difficolt to find a few minutes for recrea- 
tion. At home I abjure letter- writing, and look at' ink and 
quills as a clever child looks at jam which has been used as a 
vehicle for unsavory medicines. I am not envions in the evil 
sense of wishing to deprive any worthy possessor of his or 
their treasures ; but I do sometimes wish that a great bag of 
dollars would come in my way and transform their unwieldy 
bulk into pictures, or something of the sort, for which I have a 

growing affection I have taken a modest cottage, 

about five miles from office — accessible by rail — near a large 
common with some good trees and rough ground ; it is a Bnng, 
quiet dormitory for hospitable uses, with a nice rural look-out. 
And what do you think I have been doing? — getting up at 
five o'clock in the morning and making pictures of nettles, 
docks, trees, and other frivolous objects — trying to learn the 
art of making pictures, as I cannot afford to buy them. I was 
only able to escape for ten days from this dungeon last summer, ' 
and epent the same very pleasantly in company with two 
brother sketchers (much ray betters) in pursuit of Art. I tried 
my hand at one or two fine subjects, and failed; but not so 
miserably altogether as might have been expected ; it is said 
the stndies show some signs of progress. It- is a great resource, 
and drives the troubles and cares of business out of my poor 
brain, besides quickening to a very great extent the perception 
of the wonders of this beautiful world." 



Gbaoioub and ennobling objects are the defence of holy 
thoughts against the impressions of vanity. — Digby. 



